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Thank you for allowing me to appear today and &otipipate in this meeting. |
commend our former Governor, Kathleen Sebeliusteday of HHS, for convening this forum.

President Obama and Secretary Sebelius have neadidndare reform a major priority
for the Administration. In rural America, the d@iates involved and the lack of specialized
services compound all of the healthcare problem&wee as a nation. There is a major disparity
in the quality of healthcare services providedural America as compared to urban America.
Those of us who live in rural America should novédo leave our family and our home to
receive adequate medical attention. Our younglpeare leaving rural America because of the
lack of critical services, including healthcare.

We must maximize the use of modern technology tdger the urban-rural divide in
America and bring health care to rural areas. @vaad technology can go a long way to
bringing healthcare services to rural America.

Let me explain how the use of broadband can briagithcare services to the entire
country.

Remote disease management is a new and effectiygonaeasure and monitor health
status in the comfort of a patients living situafi@and to give physicians and nurses access to
medical information right away so they can quicktientify any changes that need to be
addressed. This method of measuring and monitdreadth status is interactive, easy to use,
affordable, and can provide vital health informatim not only the clinical care team but the
patient’s family as well.

The goal of remote disease management is to keeprsgtizens in their own homes as
long as possible and out of nursing and long-teare dfacilities, as well as to minimize
hospitalizations, emergency room visits, and scleeblphysician visits. In short, technology is
being used to improve the quality of life and regltlee nation’s healthcare burden.

However, none of this is possible without access tquality high-speed broadband
Internet connection. While this access is commmounrban and suburban areas, it is almost a



luxury in rural America. Is it a coincidence thatal America is also an area that is unserved or
underserved by medical facilities and practioneR@ral America is an area with a population
that is aging and placing increased demands ogest@althcare resources.

Ironically, America knows where the aging live antlere healthcare resources exist,
but does not know with any degree of accuracy wiggraity high-speed broadband Internet
service is provided. Before we can connect thentguve need to know with greater accuracy
who currently has coverage. In conjunction withatglgic healthcare initiatives, President
Obama has called for significant improvements m dkailability of broadband Internet service
in rural America. The American Recovery and Restweent Act provides funding to identify
where broadband access is and is not availablgel HHS and all federal Departments to work
together to determine in greater detail, who hagseand who needs service. By doing this you
will pave the way toward a more effective meandalivering healthcare to rural America.

The economies of rural communities and the lifespdsociated with rural communities
are strong barriers to recruiting and retaininggitigns in rural America. Salary is often stated
as a barrier to recruitment. A study in 2007 bgwmTenens indicates that on average, incomes
for rural doctors do not differ significantly frothose in urban areas.

In Kansas, 29 percent of the population is classifas rural. Physicians in Kansas are
concentrated in urban areas with only 4 % of phgegbeing located in areas that are classified
as rural. Since the providers and services ardocated where the need exists, we need to take
a different approach to healthcare delivery.

In South Dakota, the most remote areas of the Saatethe nine Sioux Indian
Reservations. The health statistics on the Regengaresemble those of a third world country.
The Reservations must be a high priority for br@ab

Remote disease management is one effective solutianit will only be effective if
patients in rural areas have access to a qualigh-$peed broadband Internet connection.
Funding for the improvement of Internet accessuralr areas is included in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

ARRA funds that will be administered by the Depatiof Agriculture’s Rural Utility
Services (USDA-RUS) are targeted toward telemedigrograms and broadband programs in
rural America. Funds that will be administered tne National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) address broadbgmdgrams for rural America.

We urge HHS to coordinate to the maximum extensibes with both USDA and NTIA
to maximize the use of broadband funds with an teyenproving rural health care. Pixius
Communications is committed to providing qualitgliispeed Internet service in unserved and
underserved areas. We understand the unique chedlesf communicating in rural America.
Through partnerships with leaders in the delivdrgemote disease management, we use modern
technology to bridge the urban-rural divide in Amarand bring health care to rural areas. We
are available to assist HHS in any way possiblgoasseek practical solutions to the challenge
of extending health care in a uniform manner thhmug all of the United States.



Thank you.

Pixius is a Kansas based company that specializbsoadband communication in rural
area. Www.pixius.com




